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Violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence:  Progress 
report for the period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018. 
 

Under section 12 of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 

Violence (Wales) Act 2015 (‘the Act’), the Welsh Ministers must, in respect of each 

financial year, publish a report which addresses the following: 

 progress made towards achieving the objectives in the national strategy on 
violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence (2016-2021); 

 
 progress made towards achieving the purpose of the Violence against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 in Wales (by 
reference to the national indicators) 

 
 Predictions of likely future trends and any other analytical data (if published 

during the period of 12 months beginning with the date of a general election) 
 
This report covers the period between April 2017 and March 2018.  As this report is 
not being published within 12 months of the last Assembly elections it does not 
include predictions of likely trends for 2018-2019.  Work that has taken place after 
March 2018 is not included.  
 
To note 
 
The Act requires that progress made towards achieving the purpose of the Violence 
against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 in Wales 
be reported through reference to the national indicators.  National indicators are not 
yet in place so an outline of progress against the objectives of the National Strategy 
on Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (2016 – 2021) 
has been provided.   
 
The National Advisors for Violence against Women, other forms of Gender-Based 
Violence, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence will develop the National Indicators 
and we anticipate publication in 2018.  
 
The Act also requires that this report provides an explanation for any revisions to the 
strategy.  There have been none.  
 

  



2 
 

Objective 1: Increase awareness and challenge attitudes of violence against 

women, domestic abuse and sexual violence across the Welsh population. 

This objective has been progressed through several complementary work streams. 

Work to develop a National Survivor Engagement Framework has created far 

stronger links with survivors of abuse which, in turn, has created a working 

relationship with survivors and survivors’ groups that has improved creativity and the 

quality of the policy work put forward this year.  The approach to the creation of 

campaigns and communications has been strongly influenced by survivors of abuse 

and this work has been taken forward in partnership with expert stakeholders. 

Key achievements 

In June 2017, the Welsh Government published “Information and Guidance on 

Domestic Abuse: Safeguarding Older People in Wales”.  This guidance was created 

in partnership with the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales. It enables 

professionals within Welsh public services to work more effectively with older people 

who are experiencing or who have experienced domestic abuse.  

In September 2017 direct consultation with survivors of violence against women, 

domestic abuse and sexual violence began in order to develop proposals for a 

National Survivor Engagement Framework.  Fourteen survivor groups were engaged 

including sixty people with lived experience of abuse.  In March 2018 an options 

paper for a National Survivor Engagement Framework was launched alongside an 

online survey.  These options were based on the survivor consultation.  The survey 

will close in May 2018 

In January 2018 the Welsh Government launched THIS IS ME; a campaign to 

challenge gender stereotypes.  The THIS IS ME campaign challenges gender 

stereotypes in a positive way and encourages conversations about gender and 

gender inequality as a cause and consequence of violence against women, domestic 

abuse and sexual violence. 

Spotlight on Communications 

 
The THIS IS ME campaign 

 
In March 2017 the Welsh Government convened the first Welsh Government 

Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Communications 

group, comprised of subject experts, those with lived experience and those with 

communications responsibility from across the Welsh public service.  The group 

designed a ‘Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 

Communications framework’ and began planning for launch of two new campaigns.  

Survivors of Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence were 

involved at every stage; assisting with the specification design and selection of a 

communications agency to deliver the campaign brief. 
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In January 2018 the THIS IS ME campaign was launched, aimed at challenging 

gender stereotypes in a positive way,  stimulating conversations about gender and 

encouraging people to ‘live fear free’ from gender constraints and gender norms. 

The campaign comprised a TV and radio advertisement, supermarket advertising 
and social media activity.  Those viewing the campaign were encouraged to join the 
conversation using #thisisme. 
 
Campaign reach  

 

 Live Fear Free website use increased by 6,042% 

 2 million impressions through TV advertisements 

 Almost 5 million impressions through radio advertisements 

 43% increase in page likes on Facebook 

 117 new followers on Twitter. 
 
The THIS IS ME campaign attracted significant new followers and users to the Live 
Fear Free website, attracted lively online debate and positive feedback: 
 
“An inspiring campaign, one of the best I've ever seen in Wales. So important to 
make the link between VAW and gender norms” 

“So proud to be part of this campaign to challenge harmful gender stereotypes” 

“Brilliant campaign from @WelshGovernment. Always 1 step ahead #VAWG 

#domesticabuse #GenderEquality #thisisme” 

The Welsh Government “Don’t be a Bystander campaign” will launch on the 25 th 
April using the hashtag #waleswontstandby.  This campaign will share the words of 
survivors of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence through 
film, radio and social media activity.  
 
Next steps 

 
Additional new campaign work which builds on #thisisme and the Bystander 
campaign is launching in 2018-2019. 
 
Objective 2: Increased awareness in children and young people of the 
importance of safe, equal and healthy relationships and that abusive 
behaviour is always wrong. 
 

This objective places a strong emphasis on the education of children and young 

people.  However, it has also been addressed through the THIS IS ME campaign 

which has resonated with children and young people, who will be a key audience for 

this campaign going forward. 

 

Key achievements 

https://twitter.com/WelshGovernment
https://twitter.com/hashtag/VAWG?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/domesticabuse?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GenderEquality?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/thisisme?src=hash
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In June 2017 “A review of healthy relationships education” was published by Estyn. 

This report evaluated the quality of provision for healthy relationships education in 

schools in Wales. It identified strategies to support schools in improving provision 

and outcomes for pupils.  The Welsh Government published its response to Estyn’s 

thematic report: ‘A review of healthy relationships education’ in November 2017. 

In January 2018 a report setting out the recommendations of the Sex and 

Relationships Education Expert Panel (convened by Welsh Government in March 

2017) was published.  The report makes 11 recommendations which focus on the 

status of Sex and Relationships Education in the curriculum, professional learning 

and the availability of support and resources. The Cabinet Secretary for Education 

will respond to the recommendations in spring 2018.  

Objective 3: To increase focus on holding perpetrators to account, and to 
provide opportunities to change their behaviour based around victim safety. 
 
This objective is being taken forward in close collaboration with Her Majesty’s Prison 

and Probation Service.  This has enabled an expert, considered approach to this 

specialist policy area which integrates with wider work within the Criminal Justice 

System. 

Key achievements 

In January 2018, the Gwent region was engaged as a Violence against Women, 

Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence pathfinder region, advising on effective 

mapping of perpetrator services via presentations, surveys and meetings. A report 

with recommendations will be published later in 2018. 

In January 2018, the Integrated Offender Management Board Cymru approved the 

Project Initiation Document for the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence work stream of the 2018-2023 ’Framework to support positive 

change for those at risk of offending in Wales’. A Launch event for the Framework 

will be scheduled for April 2018. 

Spotlight on perpetrator policy 
 
In June 2017, a Forensic Psychologist, Dr Cerys Miles, joined the Welsh 

Government on a collaborative working arrangement with Her Majesty’s Prison and 

Probation Service to take forward work on perpetrator policy. Work to date has 

focused largely on preparation for the launch of the 2018-2023 ‘framework to support 

positive change for those at risk of offending in Wales’, which supports the priorities 

of the All Wales Criminal Justice Board, including violence against women, domestic 

abuse and sexual violence. The aims and objectives of the violence against women, 

domestic abuse and sexual violence work stream of the framework were set out in a 

Project Initiation Document and ratified by the Integrated Offender Management 

Cymru (IOMC) Board. 
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A perpetrator services network has been established and regular ‘practice sharing’ 

events scheduled for the forthcoming year. Advice has been provided on current and 

potential VAWDASV perpetrator services such as WISDOM and Drive and a Rapid 

Evidence Review of perpetrator services is currently underway in conjunction with 

Cardiff Metropolitan University. In addition, we are working with stakeholders across 

Wales, including Police and Crime Commissioners, to develop evidence-based 

approaches to prevention and early intervention.  

Work is also underway to develop commissioning pathways for effective perpetrator 

services. A mapping exercise of perpetrator services in Gwent has been undertaken, 

identifying current services and providing recommendations to support the ongoing 

development of effective and efficient services that address risk, need and 

responsivity.  

Next Steps  

A task and finish group will develop agreed standards for VAWDASV perpetrator 
services in Wales to supplement work to date on commissioning and complement 
existing perpetrator frameworks. 
 
A guidance document for public services coming into contact with VAWDASV 
perpetrators will be finalised and shared. This will support services in identifying and 
signposting perpetrators to specialist services at the earliest opportunity.  
 

Objective 4: Make early intervention and prevention a priority  

Welsh Government is working to transform the response of the public service to 

violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence.  “Ask and Act” is a 

policy and training programme which skills up key public service workers to 

undertake targeted enquiry to identify abuse.  In doing so, we aim to create a 

multitude of new avenues through which victims of abuse can disclose their 

experience and get the help they need.  By prioritising this process of targeted 

enquiry within Local authorities and Health Boards, we are also responding to 

evidence which suggests that these services have access to a client group who do 

not traditionally report to the Criminal Justice System, who experience multiple 

vulnerabilities and who are well placed for early intervention.i  

Key achievements 

Two pieces of working draft guidance on “Ask and Act” were published in November 

2017: Implementation of “Ask and Act”: Guidance for relevant authority leaders, co-

ordinators and managers and “Ask and Act” and the role of the frontline practitioner.” 

In September 2017, phase 2 of the national rollout of “Ask and Act” began.  Five 

sites are now engaged in “Ask and Act” training, including the Gwent region, the 

Cwm Taf region, the Abertawe Bro Morgannwg Health Board, each of the Fire and 

Rescue services in Wales and the Welsh Ambulance Service Trust. 
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Planning for phase 3 has also begun and several new regions are set to join the 

programme in 2018-2019. 

Objective 5: Relevant professionals are trained to provide effective, timely and 
appropriate responses to victims and survivors. 
 
The National Training Framework on violence against women, domestic abuse and 
sexual violence: Statutory guidance, published under section 15 of the Violence 
against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 and section 
60 of the Government of Wales Act 2006 was published in 2015.  This sets out 
ambitious and clear expectations for training standards, outcomes and content on 
violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence. 
 
For the first time in Wales, as a result of the Framework, relevant authorities must 
ensure that all staff are trained to recognise violence against women, domestic 
abuse and sexual violence. 
 
Key achievements 
 

In April 2017, in line with The National Training Framework on violence against 

women, domestic abuse and sexual violence: Statutory guidance, published under 

section 15 of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 

(Wales) Act 2015 and section 60 of the Government of Wales Act 2006, all relevant 

authorities submitted five year training plans demonstrating how they would address 

the requirements of the National Training Framework on violence against women, 

domestic abuse and sexual violence.   

In February 2018, the first annual report required by the National Training 

Framework on violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence was 

commissioned.  These are due to be submitted in May 2018. 

Data collected by Learning@Wales (the e-learning programme host platform) and 

provided directly by the relevant authorities shows that the e-Learning on violence 

against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence (or equivalent) has been 

completed by 127,103 workers in Wales.  

Spotlight on The National Training Framework on violence against women, 
domestic abuse and sexual violence – the Welsh Government e-Learning on 
violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence 

 
The National Training Framework set out, for the first time, minimum standards of 
training on violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence for the 
relevant authorities named within the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 
Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015.  Since then implementation of the Framework 
has been a core part of the work of the Welsh public service.   
 
Group 1 of the National Training Framework includes all staff working within the 
relevant authorities.  Relevant authorities are required to provide training which 
meets the following learning outcomes. Staff will: 



7 
 

 

 understand what violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual 
violence is; 

 recognise the signs of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual 
violence; and 

 understand their role in tackling violence against women, domestic abuse and 
sexual violence. 

 
Most of the relevant authorities meet this requirement by offering the Welsh 
Government designed e-Learning to their employees.  In 2017-2018 work has been 
underway to promote uptake of the e-learning; this has included a language review 
of the programme, individualised feedback to each authority and local support work.   
 
A significant increase in uptake of group 1 training has taken place during 2017-
2018.  Approximately 102,000 workers completed the training in 2017-2018; 
compared with 25,000 between 2015 and 2017.  
 
Before completion of the eLearning, 51% of learners strongly agreed that they knew 
what violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence was.  This rose 
to 79% following completion of the programme. 
 
56% of learners agreed or agreed strongly that they felt confident to recognise the 
signs of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence before they 
began the e-learning.  This rose to 96% following completion of the course. 
 
Less than a quarter of participants were confident to signpost friends and family for 
help before they undertook the eLearning.  This rose to 64% for following 
completion. 
 
The e-learning has been used across the Welsh public service and is available to 
anyone who wishes to use it.  So far participants have included the relevant 
authorities, universities and charities. 
 
Next steps 

 
During 2018-2019 work will be undertaken to make the e-learning available via the 
Hwb digital learning platform to improve accessibility to those working in education.  
 
Welsh Government will continue to work with those organisations who have not yet 
trained all staff members to the group 1 requirements to improve accessibility and 
address any outstanding technical issues. 
 
During 2019 – 2020 work to refresh the e-learning will commence. 
  

Objective 6: Provide victims with equal access to appropriately resourced, 

high quality, needs led, strength based, gender responsive services across 

Wales. 
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Whilst this objective cannot be achieved without collaborative funding for VAWDASV 

services from across many funders, the Welsh Government VAWDASV-specific 

portfolio provides significant funding. In April 2017 the VAWDASV revenue grant of 

£4.5m was awarded to local authorities and third sector specialist organisations to 

support delivery against the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 

Violence (Wales) Act 2015. 

In December 2017 regional plans were submitted outlining regional structures in 

readiness for roll-out of regionalisation for Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse 

and Sexual Violence funding arrangements from 1 April 2018. 

In March 2018 draft guidance for regional commissioning of Violence against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence services in Wales was published for 

consultation. This guidance aims to promote high quality collaborative 

commissioning that delivers more consistent and effective services to prevent 

Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence and protect and 

support victims across Wales. 

Spotlight on the commissioning guidance 
 

The Welsh Government committed in the National Strategy on Violence against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 2016-2021 to support local 

authorities to provide services based on local and regional need.  The Welsh 

Government also committed to a regionalised and collaborative approach to the 

provision of Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence funding 

for local authorities to ensure greater focus on the delivery of, and access to, more 

effective services whilst achieving greater value for money.  

 

Work has been undertaken with a stakeholder task and finish group to develop 

statutory guidance for commissioning VAWDASV services that will meet these 

commitments. Membership of the group included local authorities, health 

representatives, Police and Crime Commissioners and specialist services from 

across the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 

spectrum.  

 

Written to complement the pre-existing Lloyds Foundation Commissioning Toolkit 

and Welsh Government Local Strategies Guidance, the draft guidance sets out 

processes for commissioning national support services that may not fit into standard 

commissioning models.  

 

Next Steps  

 

Further consideration will be given to the draft commissioning guidance, in the light 

of feedback during the consultation. The Welsh Government will continue to support 
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public services as in their commissioning of services to ensure continuity and 

sustainability of services for victims and survivors of VAWDASV. 

Duties under the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 

Violence Act 

In January 2018 under Section 20 of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse 

and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, Yasmin Khan and Nazir Afzal were 

appointed as new National Advisors for Violence against Women, Gender-based 

Violence, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence, following the departure of the first 

National Advisor, Rhian Bowen-Davies. 

In March 2018 under section 5 of the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence (Wales) Act the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence Local Strategies Guidance was published for local authorities and 

local health boards. 
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Emerging research and data with impacts for violence against women, 
domestic abuse and sexual violence policy making in Wales. 
 
The following research was used to inform the communications and 
campaigns work in 2017-2018 
 
Adewuyi, E. and Adefemi, K., (2016) ‘Behaviour change communication using social media: 

a review’. International Journal of Communication and Health 

Ellsberg, M. (2015) ‘Violence Against Women and Girls 1: Prevention of Violence Against 

Women and Girls – What Does the Evidence Say?’, The Lancet 

Flood, M. (2011) ‘Involving Men in Efforts to End Violence Against Women’, Men and 

Masculinities 

Flood, M. and Pease, B. (2009) ‘Factors influencing attitudes to violence against women’, 

Trauma, Violence and Abuse, Vol 10 (2), pp. 125-142 

Gadomski, A. M. et al. (2001) ‘Impact of a rural domestic violence prevention campaign’. 

Rural Health Practice Applications  

Gusé, E. M., (2008) ‘Toward a Theory of Entertainment Persuasion: Explaining the 

Persuasive Effects of Entertainment-Education Messages, Communication Theory, Vol. 18, 

pp. 407-425 

Happer, C. and Philo, G. (2013) ‘The role of the media in the construction of public belief and 

social change’, Journal of Social and Political Psychology, Vol. 1 (1), pp. 321-336 

Keller, S., Wilkinson, T., and Otjen, A.J. (2010) ‘Unintended effects of a domestic violence 

campaign’, American Journal of Advertising, Vol. 39 (4), pp. 53-67 

Levy Paluck, E. and Ball, L. (2010) Social norms marketing aimed at gender based violence: 

a literature review and critical assessment, International Rescue Committee 

McLaren, F. (2009) ‘The Campaign for Action on Family Violence. Effective Social 

Marketing: complex issues and innovative practice’ 

Murdough, C. (2009) ‘Social Media Measurement: It’s not Impossible’, Journal of 

International Advertising 

Noar, S. M., (2006) ‘ A 10-Year Retrospective of Research in Health Mass Media 

Campaigns: Where Do We Go From Here?’, Journal of Health Communications 

Potter, S.J. (2008) ‘Incorporating Evaluation into Media Campaign Design’, National Online 

Resource Center on Violence Against Women 

Potter, S.J. et al. (2009) ‘Empowering Bystanders to Prevent Campus Violence against 

Women: A Preliminary Evaluation of a Poster Campaign’, Violence Against Women, Vol. 15 

(1), pp. 106-121 

Randolph, W. and Viswanath, K. (2004) Lessons learned from public health mass media 

campaigns in a crowded media world’. Annual Review of Public Health, Vol 25, pp.419-37 



11 
 

Snyder, L.B. (2006) ‘Health communication campaigns and their impact on behavior’. 

Society for Nutrition Education 

Wakefield, M.A., Loken, B. and Homik, R.C. (2010) ‘The use of mass media campaigns to 

change health behaviour’. The Lancet, Vol. 376, pp.1261-1271 

West, J. J., (2013) ‘Doing More Harm than Good: Negative Health Effects of Intimate Partner 

Violence Campaigns’, Health Marketing Quarterly, Vol. 30, pp. 195-205 

Wray. R. et al. (2017) ‘Preventing Domestic Violence in the African American Community: 

Assessing the Impact of a Dramatic Radio Serial’, Journal of Health Communication 

The following research was used to inform the development and scoping work 
for the National Survivor Engagement Framework in 2017-2018 
 
Basset, T., Campbell, P. and Anderson, J. (2006) ‘Service-user/Survivor Involvement in 

Mental Health Training and Education: Overcoming the Barriers, Social Work Education, Vol. 

25 (4), pp. 393-402 

Barnes, M. (2002) ‘Bringing difference into deliberation? Disabled people, survivors and local 

governance’, Policy and Politics, Vol. 30 (3), pp. 319-331 

Barnes, M. (2008) ‘Passionate Participation: Emotional experiences and expressions in 

deliberative forums’, Critical Social Policy, Vol. 28 (4), pp.461-481 

Beresford, P. (2010) ‘Public partnerships, governance and user involvement: a service user 

perspective’, International Journal of Consumer Studies, Vol. 34, pp. 495-502 

Brosnan, L. (2012) ‘Power and Participation: An Examination of the Dynamics of Mental 

Health Service-User Involvement in Ireland’, Studies in Social Justice, Vol. 6 (1), pp. 45-66 

Carey, M. (2009) ‘Happy Shopper? The Problem with Service User and Carer Participation’, 

British Journal of Social Work, Vol. 39, PP. 179-188  

Carey, M. (2010) ‘Should I Stay or Should I Go? Practical, Ethical and Political Challenges to 

‘Service User’ Participation within Social Work Research’, Qualitative Social Work, Vol. 10 

(2), pp. 224-243 

Carr, S. (2007) ‘Participation, power, conflict and change: Theorizing dynamics of service 

user participation in the social care system of England and Wales’, Critical Social Policy, Vol. 

27 (2), pp. 266-276 

Cowden, S. and Singh, G. (2007) ‘The User: Friend, Foe or Fetish? A critical exploration of 

user involvement in health and social care’, Critical Social Policy, Vol. 27(1), pp.  5-23 

De Freitas, C. and Martin, G. (2015) ‘Inclusive public participation in health: Policy, practice 

and theoretical contributions to promote the involvement of marginalised groups in 

healthcare’, Social Science & Medicine, Vol. 135 pp. 31-39 

Dorahy, M.J. and Clearwater, K. (2012) ‘Shame and Guilt in Men Exposed to Childhood 

Sexual Abuse: A Qualitative Investigation’, Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, Vol. 21, pp. 155-

175 
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Gaventa, J. (2006) ‘Finding the Spaces for Change: A Power Analysis’, Institute of 

Development Studies, Vol. 37 (6) 

Gilfus, M. et al. (1999) ‘Research on Violence Against Women: Creating survivor-informed 

collaborations’, Violence Against Women [available online] 

Goodman, L. et al. (2016) ‘Survivor-Defined Practice in Domestic Violence Work: Measure 

Development and Preliminary Evidence of Link to Empowerment’, Journal of Interpersonal 

Violence, Vol. 31(1), pp. 163-185 

Hague, G., (2005) ‘Domestic Violence Survivors’ Forums in the UK: Experiments in Involving 

Abused Women in Domestic Violence Services and Policy-making’, Journal of Gender 

Studies, Vol. 14(3), pp. 191-203 

Hodge, S., (2005) ‘Participation, discourse and power: a case study in service user 

involvement’, Critical Social Policy, Vol. 25 (2), pp. 164-179 

Holly, J. and Scalabrino, R. (2012) Treat me like a human being, like someone who matters: 

Findings of the Stella Project Mental Health Initiative Survivor Consultation, AvaProject 

Hui, A. and Stickley, T. (2007) ‘Mental health policy and mental health service user 

perspectives on involvement: a discourse analysis’, Journal of Advanced Nursing, Vol. 59 

(4), pp. 416-426 

Kotamraju, N. and Van Der Geest, T. M. (2012) ‘The tension between user-centred design 

and e-government services’, Behaviour and Information Technology, Vol. 31 (3), pp. 261-

273 

Lathlean, J. et al. (2006) ‘Experiences of service user and carer participation in health care 

education’, Nurse Education in Practice, Vol. 6, pp. 424-429 

Leppo, A. and Perala, R. (2009) ‘User involvement in Finland: the hybrid of control and 

emancipation’, Journal of Health Organisation and Management, Vol. 23 (3), pp. 359-371 

Mockford, C. et al., (2012) ‘The impact of patient and public involvement on UK NHS health 

care: a systematic review’, International Journal for Quality in Health Care, Vol. 24 (1), pp. 

28-38 

Mullender, A. and Hague, G. (2005) ‘Giving a voice to women survivors of domestic violence 

through recognition as a service user group’, British Journal of Social Work, Vol. 35, pp. 

1321-1341 

Naples, N.A. (2017) ‘Deconstructing and Locating Survivor Discourse: Dynamics of 

Narrative, Empowerment and Resistance of Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse’, Signs, 

Vol. 28 (4), pp.1151-1185 

Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses (2013), Survivor Voices Inclusion 

Project: Creating meaningful survivor engagement 

Tew, J. (2006) ‘Understanding Power and Powerlessness: Towards a Framework for 

Empancipatory Practice in Social Work’, Journal of Social Work, Vol. 6(1), pp. 33-51 
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VeneKlasen, L. et al., (2004) ‘Rights-based approaches and beyond : challenges of linking 

rights and participation’, Institute of Development Studies [available online] 

Wydall, S. and Zerk, R. (2017) ‘Domestic abuse and older people: factors influencing help-

seeking’, Journal of Adult Protection, Vol. 19 (5), pp. 247-260 

 
The following research has been used to inform the VAWDASV perpetrator 
policy related work: 
 
Akoensi, T. D., Koehler, J. A., Lösel, F., & Humphreys, D. K. (2013). Domestic violence 

perpetrator programs in Europe, part ii: A systematic review of the state of evidence. 

International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 57(10), 1206–1225. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X12468110 

Arias, E., Arce, R., & Vilariño, M. (2013). Batterer intervention programmes: A meta-analytic 

review of effectiveness. Psychosocial Intervention, 22(2), 153–160. 

https://doi.org/10.5093/in2013a18 

Babcock, J., Armenti, N., Cannon, C., Lauve-Moon, K., Buttell, F., Ferreira, R., … Solano, I. 

(2016). Domestic Violence Perpetrator Programs: A Proposal for Evidence-Based Standards 

in the United States. Partner Abuse. https://doi.org/10.1891/1946-6560.7.4.355 

Bates, E. A., Graham-Kevan, N., Bolam, L. T., & Thornton, A. J. V. (2017). A Review of 

Domestic Violence Perpetrator Programs in the United Kingdom. Partner Abuse, 8(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1891/1946-6560.8.1.3 

Berry, V., Stanley, N., Radford, L., Mccarry, M., & Larkins, C. (2014). Building Effective 

Responses: An Independent Review of Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 

Sexual Violence Services in Wales. Welsh Government Social Research. 

Cannon, C., Hamel, J., Buttell, F., & Ferreira, R. J. (2016). A survey of domestic violence 

perpetrator programs in the United States and Canada: Findings and implications for policy 

and intervention. Partner Abuse, 7(3), 226–276. 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.1891/1946-6560.7.3.226 

Dutton, D. G. (2012). The Prevention of Intimate Partner Violence. Prevention Science, 

13(4), 395–397. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11121-012-0306-1 

Eckhardt, C. I., Murphy, C. M., Whitaker, D. J., Sprunger, J., Dykstra, R., & Woodard, K. 

(2013). The Effectiveness of Intervention Programs for Perpetrators and Victims of Intimate 

Partner Violence. Partner Abuse. https://doi.org/10.1891/1946-6560.4.2.196 

Ellsberg, M., Arango, D. J., Morton, M., Gennari, F., Kiplesund, S., Contreras, M., & Watts, 

C. (2015). Prevention of violence against women and girls: What does the evidence say? 

The Lancet, 385(9977), 1555–1566. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61703-7 

Feder, L., Niolon, P. H., Campbell, J., Wallinder, J., Nelson, R., & Larrouy, H. (2011). The 

need for experimental methodology in intimate partner violence: Finding programs that 

effectively prevent IPV. Violence Against Women, 17(3), 340–358. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801211398620 
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Fundar, C. (2015). Beyond Domestic Violence Laws: What Else Makes Responses To 

Domestic Violence Effective, (May). 

Hamby, S. (2014). Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Research: Scientific Progress, 

Scientific Challenges, and Gender. Trauma, Violence, and Abuse, 15(3), 149–158. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838014520723 

Hamilton, L., Koehler, J. A., & Lösel, F. A. (2013). Domestic Violence Perpetrator Programs 

in Europe, Part I. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X12469506 

Humphreys, D. K., & Akoensi, T. D. (n.d.). Strengthening Transnational Approaches to 

Reducing Reoffending Final Report. 
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