establish Joint Transport Authorities. The Welsh Government should set out how it
envisages a role for those with lived experience of the blue badge system in the
establishment of Joint Transport Authorities, particularly as their current focus
appears to be related to public transport.

Response: Accept in principle
The Improving Public Transport White Paper proposals relate to buses, taxis, and
private hire vehicles. It also included initial proposals in relation to regional working
arrangements for the management and delivery of bus services.
The Welsh Government are working closely with the Welsh Local Government
Association and other stakeholders to develop more detail around the future regional
working arrangements and whilst the main focus will be on the management and
delivery of bus services, Welsh Government will be open to discuss other activity
areas which local authorities may wish to administer on a regional footprint.
The extent of the influence by Welsh Government on the governance structure
adopted by the authorities is limited but it will be looking to the new regional bodies
to put in place an arrangement for working closely with users of our Transport
services which includes Blue Badge holders.
Financial Implications: N/A
Recommendation 16. We recommend that the Welsh Government works with the
UK Government to explore options for expanding the range of penalties imposed on
those proven guilty of misusing the blue badge system, up to and including the
possibility of issuing penalty points.
Response: Accept in Principle
It is important to note that there are a number of offenses that are relevant to Blue
Badge misuse, not all of which are road traffic offences. In addition, the penalties for
the relevant road traffic offences are already significant.
The National Assembly for Wales cannot legislate in respect of road traffic offences,
including the systems of penalty points, however the Welsh Government has agreed
to work with the UK Government through the 4 Nations forum on an upcoming
review to consider how to improve enforcement and tackle fraudulent use and
misuse of badges. A recent meeting of the Four Nations gave opportunity for initial
discussion on this including some ways of recording warnings of misuse linked to the
National Blue Badge Digital System. The four nations will be investigating ways for
improving enforcement further.
Financial Implications: N/A
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