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advocates, guidance about identifying and supporting victims 
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Background 

1. On 5 November 2014, the Minister for Public Services („the Minister‟) laid a 

Legislative Consent Memorandum („the Memorandum‟) for the Modern Slavery Bill 

currently before the UK Parliament.   

2. On 11 November 2014, the Business Committee agreed to refer the 

Memorandum to the Communities, Equality and Local Government Committee 

(„the Committee‟) for consideration. In referring the Memorandum, the Business 

Committee set a reporting deadline of 4 December 2014. 

3. A Legislative Consent Motion („the Motion‟) relating to the Memorandum is 

scheduled for debate in plenary on 9 December 2014. 

Modern Slavery Bill 

4. The Modern Slavery Bill („the Bill‟) is sponsored by the Home Office. The UK 

Government‟s policy objectives for the Bill are to consolidate and simplify existing 

slavery and trafficking offences into one piece of legislation to provide clarity and 

focus when prosecuting those involved in slavery and trafficking.  

 

http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/lcm-ld9974%20-%20legislative%20consent%20memorandum%20on%20the%20modern%20slavery%20bill/lcm-ld9974-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld9989%20-%20business%20committee%20-%20timetable%20for%20consideration%20of%20the%20legislative%20consent%20memorandum%20for%20the%20modern%20slavery%20b/cr-ld9989-e.pdf
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5. Further information on the Bill‟s policy objectives can be found in paragraphs 

3 and 4 of the Memorandum. 

Provisions in the Bill for which consent is sought 

6. The consent of the Assembly is sought for clauses 43, 44 and 45 of the Bill 

as amended in the Public Bill Committee (clauses 41, 42 and 43 of the Bill as 

introduced). 

7. Clause 43 (child trafficking advocates) will provide the Secretary of State with 

the power to make arrangements to enable “child trafficking advocates” to 

represent and support child victims of human trafficking.    

8. Clause 44 (guidance about identifying and supporting victims) will require 

guidance to be issued to public authorities and other persons as considered 

appropriate by the Secretary of State in relation to identifying and supporting 

victims.  

9. Clause 45 (presumption of age) provides that, where the age of a person who 

is believed to be a victim of slavery or human trafficking, is uncertain but is 

believed to be under 18, they are presumed to be a child.     

10. Further details on the proposed amendments can be found in paragraphs 5 

to 11 of the Memorandum.  

Our view  

11. We considered the Memorandum on 19 November 2014 and we have no 

objection to the agreement of the Motion.  

 

 

 

  

 


