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Dear Member  
 
Wales has the potential to be a world class sustainable tourist destination and I am pleased 
to announce my decision to approve a ‘Green Corridors on the Welsh Government Trunk 
Road and Motorway Network’ initiative. 
 
The initiative will deliver against “Prosperity for All” the Economic Action Plan, contributing 
to our commitment to create a sustainable economy and promote the economic, social and 
environmental wellbeing and enhance people’s quality of life in Wales. It supports and 
delivers against key policy areas and legal obligations including the Wellbeing of Future 
Generations Act, by contributing to the Wellbeing Goals and Welsh Government objectives. 
 
Initially over a five year period the initiative will deliver a programme of work and activities 
designed to improve the landscape and environmental quality of the urban and rural 
transport network, aiming to enhance a sense of place and providing attractive ‘gateways’ 
into Wales for our visitors. 
 

It will build upon and complement other work already completed or underway to improve the 
benefits provided by the land associated with the trunk road and motorway network, with 
actions that will deliver a range of economic, environmental, social and cultural benefits. 
 
The priorities I have set will see work beginning during the current financial year along the 3 
routes that make up the Wales Way (the A487, A470 and A55) as well as entrances into 
Wales on the M4, M48, A483, A5 & A494 Deeside to identify  and carry out measures to 
achieve the initiative.  Work will continue in subsequent years with the addition of other 
gateway routes and strategic sites such as our principal towns and cities. Depending on the 
location involved these actions are indicative of the types of measures that could be 
provided; 
 

o Tree planting projects to improve the structure and age range of the planted area. In 

rural areas, this would mean using appropriate native species such as Oak, Mountain 

Ash, Holly and Hazel. For urban areas it might involve ornamental tree varieties. 

o Introducing wildflower areas or improving the diversity of existing areas 

o Identifying opportunities for measures to enhance a sense of place. For example 

providing boundary features to match those found in the local area such as slate 

fences, hedges or Cloddiau; or using tree planting to reflect locations or specific 

cultural references. 
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Maintenance on the parts of the network not included in the initiative will continue to be 
carried out but I have asked my officials to review our verge maintenance standards to 
ensure it is appropriate and contributing to the green corridors approach.  
 
Throughout the duration of the initiative, opportunities will be explored and actions taken to 
improve habitats for species on the network, including improving connectivity along the road 
network and into the surrounding landscape. This might for example include restoring 
existing or creating new habitats or providing safe crossing points for protected species.   
 
Through the initiative I have challenged my officials to seek opportunities to investigate and 
implement Nature Based Solutions in both the design of new road infrastructure projects 
and along the existing network. These opportunities could be measures such as using 
vegetated systems for sustainable drainage, or tree and shrub planting for earthworks 
stabilization. 
 
They will work collaboratively with others in delivering this initiative considering the longer 
term implications of actions and the possibilities for preventing problems arising in the 
future; and by listening to and working with stakeholders to achieve shared aims and 
objectives. They will also be looking at what opportunities there will be SMEs in Wales to 
help play a part in delivering the initiative. 
 
I am committed to taking forward this initiative, applying the principles of Green Corridors 
will demonstrate us being an exemplar of best practice, showing innovation in the 
sustainable management of transport green infrastructure.  
 
Pyramidal and Bee Orchids on the A449 at Raglan and Usk. 

  
 
Yours faithfully  
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