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Dear Assembly Member, 
 
I am writing to update you on recent developments following the fire at Grenfell Tower.  
 
The Welsh Government has put resident safety first and foremost as the detail of the tragic 
fire has emerged.   
 
One key issue, from an early stage, has been the role played in the fire of the Aluminium 
Composite Material (ACM) cladding system in place at Grenfell Tower, and the subsequent 
implications for the safe use of ACM - and indeed other combustible materials - on high-rise 
residential buildings. 
 
I committed to consult as we work with a wide range of stakeholders to ensure that issues 
surrounding combustible materials are considered fully and the appropriate action is taken, 
both for new-build and existing high-rise residential buildings.  Following a meeting of the 
Building Regulations Advisory Committee for Wales, the consultation exercise on banning 
the use of combustible materials is being launched today - https://beta.gov.wales/banning-
use-combustible-materials-external-walls-high-rise-residential-buildings - and will run until 
13 September.  I would welcome your input in engaging local organisations and residents’ 
bodies in the consultation in order to ensure a broad and inclusive discussion.  I will look 
forward to reporting on the consultation outcomes in the autumn. 
 
In terms of remediation of existing buildings, I announced the Welsh Government’s c £3 
million commitment to address the situation at Newport City Homes (NCH), without 
impacting NCH’s ability to provide social housing solutions for the people of Newport.  I look 
forward to confirming early in 2019 that the cladding has been removed and replaced on the 
three buildings affected and thank NCH for their diligent, inclusive approach in taking this 
work forward. 
 

mailto:Correspondence.Rebecca.Evans@gov.wales
mailto:Gohebiaeth.Rebecca.Evans@llyw.cymru
https://beta.gov.wales/banning-use-combustible-materials-external-walls-high-rise-residential-buildings
https://beta.gov.wales/banning-use-combustible-materials-external-walls-high-rise-residential-buildings


12 high-rise, private sector residential buildings were identified in Wales with ACM cladding 
systems which corresponded to ‘failed’ large-scale tests.  In June and July, I met the 
developers, managing agents and others connected with those buildings on which 
remediation work was, at that point, still to commence.  We have had constructive 
discussions and I have expressed clearly the Welsh Government’s expectation that 
necessary work is taken forward without any further delay.  I can report that work is 
currently in train on two developments, and is due to be completed during the autumn.   
 
On the third development, the developer is currently awaiting the further analysis of an 
independent fire engineer and has committed to complying in full with the subsequent 
recommendations.  Having met the remaining, fourth, developer, we are now urgently 
considering how best to ensure that work is taken forward at the appropriate pace.  We 
have been clear throughout about our expectations, and my officials will continue to engage 
with the developer and the local authority to resolve the matter satisfactorily.     
 
Officials are also engaged in efforts to ensure that Local Housing Authorities, Housing 
Associations and others are kept briefed on the current situation and our expectations, 
including those relating to issues beyond ACM.  I want to send a very clear message that 
individual building circumstances must be considered fully so that residents are as safe as 
can be in all residential buildings. 

The public inquiry into the Grenfell Tower fire is currently hearing evidence and we are 
closely monitoring that, as well as considering the most appropriate application in Wales, of 
the independent review of building regulations and fire safety, and the recommendations 
developed by its chair, Dame Judith Hackitt.  I will be meeting my expert group as we shape 
an appropriately Welsh response to the review and the challenges it identifies (the 
consultation referred to in this letter forms part of that).  I will report back by Christmas on 
the approach that we will take and the necessary levers to ensure whole-system change, 
where necessary, and, of course, people’s safety.  Clearly, the work entailed in that 
endeavour must, and will, heed the lessons of Grenfell Tower, but will also need to be more 
broadly applicable so that people are safer in all residential buildings in Wales. 
   

I will continue to update Members on progress. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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