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Dear Member  

In an oral statement to the Assembly on Tuesday 24 April, the Minister for the Environment, 
Hannah Blythyn AM, outlined the measures that the Welsh Government is taking to ensure 
compliance with the EU Ambient Air Quality Directive. 

As part of the statement the Minister announced the implementation of temporary 50 mph 
speed limits on five sections of the motorway and trunk road network where levels of 
nitrogen dioxide NO2 exceed Air Quality Directive limits by the end of June this year. These 
sections are: 

A494 Deeside 
B5125 St David’s Interchange (Holywell Road) to the A458 Deeside Park Interchange 
(Shotwick Road) at the Welsh/English border.  
Existing - National speed limit 
Approximate length - 5.9km 
 
A483 Wrexham 
J5 (Mold Road Interchange) to J6 (Gresford Interchange) 
Existing - National speed limit 
Approximate length – 2.6km. 
 
A470 Upper Boat to Pontypridd 

Upper Boat Roundabout and the A4058 Roundabout at Pontypridd. 
Approximately 4.2km in length. 
Existing – National speed limit 
 
M4 Port Talbot 
J41 (Baglan) and J42 (Earlswood Roundabout) 
Existing 50 mph on part of length - this will be extended to cover the length between both 
junctions 
Approximately 5km in length 
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M4 Newport 
To the east of Junction 25 to Junction 26. 
Approximately 1.4km in length. 
Currently subject to variable speed limits depending on congestion - proposal is to have a 
constant 50 mph overnight - this will reduce NO2 levels when averaged over a 24 hr period.  
 
The decision to implement these speed limits has not been taken lightly. We have no option 
but to reduce speeds at these locations with the aim of reducing emissions to a lawfully-
permitted level. The Welsh government attended a High Court hearing and has a legal duty 
to reduce NO2 levels at these locations to comply with Directive limits in the shortest time 
possible to ensure public health. Ongoing investigations including modelling have identified 
these measures as having the greatest potential to bring an immediate improvement to air 
quality at each of the locations. The emission limits apply to all of the UK so it is expected 
that other partnering nations will need to take measures to ensure that they comply with the 
Directive and legal limits. 
 
Once implemented the temporary 50mph speed limit effectiveness in reducing NO2 levels 
will be monitored by roadside testing. Their continuation will depend on the results of this 
monitoring and the final outcome of investigations and modelling.  
 
Outcomes are likely to be different at each of the sections and include their complete 
removal, their being made permanent, their being made permanent in combination with 
other measures or their substitution by other measures in order to achieve compliant NO2 

levels in the shortest possible time. 
 
I intend on writing to the UK Government to improve standards and incentivise improved 
emissions through the tax regime.    
 
I want to see concrete measures put in place by the UK Government which focus on 
removing the source of the problem.  They have prevented us from taking our preferred 
course of action – it is now time for them to step up and use the powers which they have so 
closely guarded for the benefit of the people of Wales. 
 
The root cause is the emissions from vehicles, but legislative competence for vehicle 
standards and fiscal measures, such as the Vehicle Excise Duty and Company Car Tax, 
remain with the UK Government. 
 
We will keep you informed of developments. 
 
Yours faithfully 
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