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Dear Assembly Member, 
 
This letter provides a further update on the work that we have undertaken in Wales following 
the Grenfell Tower disaster.  
 
In my letter to Assembly Members in January I set out the work we have completed to 

establish whether any social housing or other in-scope buildings in the wider public estate 

had any configuration of Aluminium Composite Material (ACM) cladding. The buildings we 

were considering were those over 18 metres in height, or comprising seven-storeys or 

more. We also considered schools and healthcare buildings of two storeys or more with 

sleeping accommodation.  

The situation remains that we have identified three social housing blocks with ACM cladding 

systems which correspond with Building Research Establishment (BRE) large-scale test 

‘fails’. We are liaising closely with the landlord who has been very proactive in working with 

residents and putting interim safety measures in place, including installing sprinkler 

systems. The landlord is at an advanced stage in the tender process for work to replace the 

cladding.   

We have also completed the initial work to identify all high-rise buildings in the private 

residential sector and establish whether an Aluminium Composite Material (ACM) product 

forms part of any cladding system. To date, 12 private residential sector buildings have 

been identified as having ACM cladding systems corresponding with those which have 

failed large-scale combustibility tests.  

The Fire and Rescue Services has, in addition, undertaken an audit of high-rise hotels in 

Wales. We are aware that one high-rise hotel in Wales has been identified with an ACM 

cladding system which appears to correspond with a system which failed large-scale tests. 

We understand that replacement of this cladding is at an advanced stage.  
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We are working closely with the relevant local housing authorities and Fire and Rescue 

Services to ensure that owners and agents of buildings with ACM systems which 

correspond to failed tests are aware of Government guidance, are putting in place 

appropriate interim safety measures, and making arrangements for undertaking any 

necessary remedial works. 

We continue to liaise closely with the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) to ensure consistent messages are communicated to building 
owners regarding the large-scale system tests of ACM cladding systems commissioned by 
building owners and manufacturers. Two recent tests have led to a change in advice on 
what constitutes a cladding system which does not conform to building regulations on 
combustibility. This highlights, once more, the complexity of the construction of high-rise 
buildings and the need to consider each and every building individually. The revised 
guidance can be seen at the following link: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/684350/2018

0228_-_Update_and_consolidated_advice_for_building_owners_following_large-

scale_testing.pdf 

The ongoing investigations and the focus on fire safety is of course also bringing to the fore 
other related issues. 
 
Colleagues will be aware, following media reports last week, of the MHCLG announcement 
on March 15th that a test on a fire door used on the front of an apartment at the Grenfell 
Tower revealed that it did not meet building regulations standards of being able to resist fire 
for 30 minutes. We are working closely with the MHCLG to establish the extent to which 
doors from the same manufacturer or of a similar type might have been fitted in blocks in 
Wales. Advice from the UK Government’s Expert Panel on Fire Safety remains that the risks 
to public safety remain low and there is no change to the fire safety advice that the public 
should follow.  
 
The MHCLG highlights that there is no evidence that this is a systemic issue as data 
between 2009 and 2017 shows that fire does not generally spread beyond the room of 
origin. We will, however, continue to seek assurance on this and shall keep in close contact 
with the MHCLG as they conduct further tests and consult the Expert Panel on the 
implications of the test results.   
 
You will also be aware that Cardiff County Council issued a press statement on March 19th 
which highlighted that six of their high-rise housing blocks had cladding systems which they 
felt, following expert advice, did not meet current fire safety standards.  The risk 
assessments undertaken by Cardiff County Council were on buildings that do not have 
Aluminium Composite Material (ACM) cladding systems. Cardiff County Council made the 
decision to undertake further detailed fire risk assessments on all of their high-rise buildings 
in the wake of the Grenfell tragedy. We commend them for taking this action which is in line 
with the advice of the UK Government’s Expert Panel on Fire Safety a copy of which can be 
found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/666190/1112
17_Advice_note_-_Non-ACM_advice.pdf 
 
We have been kept fully informed by Cardiff County Council on the situation, and fully 
support their focus on resident safety, keeping residents fully informed and being 
transparent about their actions and findings. 
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We shall be writing to landlords and owners of high-rise blocks in both the private and public 
sector in Wales to ensure that they are apprised of all these latest developments and are 
fully aware of the need to ensure that they have taken all reasonable steps to establish the 
fire safety situation for their buildings. 
 
The Fire Safety Advisory Group, and its close links to the UK Expert Panel, has been an 

important source of fire safety advice for us since we established it in June 2017.  I will be 

meeting the Group’s Chair, Des Tidbury, alongside the Cabinet Secretary for Local 

Government and Public Services shortly to discuss the Group’s work to date.   

We are also working on the long-term solutions we need to put in place to ensure resident 

safety, and rebuild trust.  The interim report from Dame Judith Hackitt’s Review of Building 

Regulations and Fire Safety recognises that this requires fundamental, whole-system 

rethinking.  Two roundtable events were held with Dame Judith and her review team on 15 

January.  These included a broad range of stakeholders, including regulatory bodies, 

developers, housing and resident representatives.  The events provided a timely opportunity 

to discuss with Dame Judith the technical and practical issues arising from her interim 

recommendations. 

A technical circular will shortly be issued to building control bodies and Fire and rescue 

authorities to draw their attention to the key recommendations in Dame Judith’s Interim 

Report that concern them and proposed actions for those that fall to Government.  We will 

continue to work with the UK Government and across the Welsh Government as we 

consider the need for changes in light of the Grenfell tragedy.  We will also be working with 

our partners in Wales to develop a long-term robust approach to buildings safety which has 

at its heart our concern to ensure the well-being and safety of residents. 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rebecca Evans AC/AM 

Y Gweinidog Tai ac Adfywio  
Minister for Housing and Regeneration  


