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29 March 2018 
 
Dear Esther, 
 
We are writing to express our concern about the damaging impact of the UK Government 
tax and welfare reforms as evidenced by the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
(EHRC) report published earlier this month. The report, as you will know, relates to the 
potential cumulative impact of tax and welfare reforms, implemented and proposed, on 
people with protected characteristics.  
                        
According to the report, nearly half of all households in Wales will lose out as a result of 
these reforms and it is clear from the analysis that the hardest hit will be those on the lowest 
incomes.  
 
It is entirely unacceptable in a civilised nation to ignore the impacts of these reforms on 
equality of opportunity.  It cannot be right, proper or moral for the incomes of protected 
groups to be impacted in such a disproportionate way.   
 
The findings forecast that relative child poverty in Wales will increase substantially, with the 
reforms pushing an extra 50,000 children into poverty by 2021/22. Large families will be 
particularly affected with those that have three or more children losing around £5,600 a 
year.   
 
It is also predicted the child poverty rate for those in lone parent households in Great Britain 
will increase from 37% to over 62%, with lone parents losing an average of £5,250 a year, 
almost one-fifth of their annual income.   
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The analysis further shows Bangladeshi households will lose around £4,400 a year, in 
comparison to ‘White’ households, or households with adults of differing ethnicity, which will 
lose between £500 and £600 a year on average. Households with at least one disabled 
adult and a disabled child are estimated to lose over £6,500 a year. It is predicted that 
women will lose around £400 per year on average, while men will lose £30. 
 
The Welsh Government continues to work hard to support children, families and 
communities to thrive despite the detrimental impact of 8 years of austerity.  However, our 
efforts to improve outcomes for low income families are being damaged by this package of 
reforms - in particular by changes to the benefit system such as the freeze in working-age 
benefit rates, changes to disability benefits and reductions in Universal Credit rates. 
 
We call on you to take urgent action in relation to these policies that will result in profound 
hardship for those in our society who are the most disadvantaged. It is essential that these 
policies are revisited and rigorous equality impact assessments are undertaken.   
 
We also call for a review, as a matter of priority, of the level of welfare benefits to ensure 
they provide an adequate standard of living.  Further, we agree with the EHRC 
recommendation that the UK government should consider allocating more resources to 
improved data collection, especially given the difficulties noted for the impact assessment of 
these mainly non-devolved policies on the Welsh population in particular.  
 
We hope you will consider this letter carefully and look forward to receiving your response.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
Julie James AC/AM 
Arweinydd y Tŷ a’r Prif Chwip 
Leader of the House and Chief Whip  
 

 
 
 
Rebecca  Evans AC/AM 
Y Gweinidog Tai ac Adfywio  
Minister for Housing and Regeneration 
 

 
Huw Irranca-Davies AC/AM 

Y Gweinidog Gofal Cymdeithasol a Phlant  
Minister for Children and Social Care 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


