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08 December 2017  
 
Dear colleague 
 
Digital Economy Act – Proposed list of data-sharing public bodies in Wales.  
 
I write to inform you of a consultation which will be launched today, the 8 December, on 
which public bodies in Wales will be able to use new powers to share data with other public 
bodies both in Wales and the rest of the UK.  
 
The Digital Economy Act, which received Royal Assent in April, provides new powers for 
named public bodies to share personal data and information relating to debts owed to, and 
fraud against the public sector, as well as for the purposes of meeting specific public service 
delivery objectives. The UK government is preparing to lay new regulations in Parliament 
that set out four objectives for which data can be shared under the public service delivery 
powers – multiple disadvantages, television retuning, fuel poverty and water poverty.  
 
The devolved governments now need to name the devolved public bodies that should be 
able to access these new powers. We consider that it would be of benefit to ensure that 
devolved public bodies are in scope of the four objectives, since it will enable them to share 
data not only with each other but also with UK Government bodies, for the purposes 
described.  
 
The consultation seeks views on the list of bodies that my officials have drawn up, along 
with views on future objectives that could be developed for Wales. They are also seeking 
views on the inclusion of health bodies, and the use of data held by health bodies. Data 
held by health bodies are excluded by UK Government following assurances given in the 
House of Lords that health bodies and the data they hold would not be included in the 
scope of the new powers. However there is potential for Welsh health bodies to be included 
in future, devolved, data sharing objectives if it is considered appropriate. The full 
consultation document, along with the list of public bodies in Wales we would like to name in 
the legislation, can be found here. https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/digital-
economy-act-proposed-list-data-sharing-public-bodies-wales  
 
Due to the tight timescales set by the UK Government, the consultation will run for a 
shortened duration of 8 weeks, and will conclude 5 February 2018. You may wish to bring 
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this consultation to the attention of your constituents or any other stakeholders you feel may 
be interested.  
 
If you have any queries about the consultation please contact me.   
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Julie James AC/AM 

Arweinydd y Tŷ a’r Prif Chwip 
Leader of the House and Chief Whip  
 
 
 


