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11 October 2017 
 
 

Dear Member, 
 
Further to a commitment made by the Leader of the House in Plenary on 26 September 
I am pleased to provide an update on progress to attract manufacturing businesses into 
the Port Talbot Enterprise Zone to use the skills that are abundant in the area.  
 
Enterprise Zone status is a powerful marketing lever. The Port Talbot Waterfront 
Enterprise Zone’s proximity to the new Swansea Bay campus, the area’s Assisted Area 
status and our support for growth and jobs makes the Zone a compelling proposition for 
indigenous businesses and inward investment. 
 
The strategy for the Enterprise Zone is based around established employment sites in 
the area which have significant capacity for supporting further business investment.  
These are Baglan Energy Park, Baglan Industrial Estate and Harbourside / Port Talbot 
Docks. Together, this is an area covering existing employment sites and land suited to 
further development. We have secured Enhanced Capital Allowances (ECA) for these 
sites after lobbying the UK Government to grant the key economic stimulus in order to 
boost investment and employment opportunities for the area. ECAs will be available in 
designated areas within Baglan Energy Park, Baglan Industrial Estate and Port Talbot 
Docks. 
 
We continue to invest in Port Talbot Enterprise Zone through a variety of interventions 
including financial incentives and property. Welsh Government sector and Business 
Wales teams are working with a number of businesses currently within the Zone on 
potential project opportunities, which have potential for creating up to 50 jobs and 
safeguarding up to 250 others. Thirty one eligible businesses located within the Zone 
were awarded funding from a dedicated Business Rates Scheme during the 2016/17 
financial year. A further three businesses have benefitted in the current year against the 
new application criteria. Port Talbot Enterprise Zone businesses are also eligible for the 
enhanced interest rate agreement that is in place for Enterprise Zone applicants from 
Finance Wales. Eight property applications for approx. 40,000 sq ft, supporting up to 
300 jobs are currently at the stage of conditional consideration for funds through the 
Welsh Government Property Investment Fund and the Buildings of the Future 
programme.  

mailto:Correspondence.Ken.Skates@gov.wales


 
We are continuing to build on the world class advanced manufacturing skills in the area 
to create jobs and employment. The Enterprise Zone Advisory Board, working with 
Neath Port Talbot Council, delivered the launch of Google Garage in Wales, in 
December 2016. Over 150 participants took place in the free two day event. A number 
of businesses, particularly in the local tourism market, have reported early benefits 
linked to improvements to their web sites, marketing through the google platform and 
associated cost savings through self build. Google returned to the Zone in February this 
year and participated in an event in the new Ystalyfera school.  
 
The Board is working with Swansea University to deliver the IoN Leadership programme 
(a training programme for business growth) on a bespoke basis to micro and SME’s 
within the Zone.  Neath Port Talbot Council has agreed to support the wider 
participation of SME’s from other parts of the borough to participate. This initiative has 
been developed to meet the recommendations of the local Skills Training Partnership 
report on skills in the Borough. Fifteen local companies are currently going through the 
programme and feedback is positive. The Board is also in discussion with Swansea 
University about the potential to fund a 4 year PhD programme to research the potential 
for innovation and commercial opportunity to develop between the steel industry, supply 
chain businesses in the EZ and academic institutions.  
 
The Board has also worked with the South West Regional Skills Partnership to launch a 
skills audit and deliver a ‘Skills Seminar’. The outputs from this have acted as a base for 
delivery of a pilot skills training programme, sponsored by DfES. The initial round closed 
in July 17, with15 companies benefitting in matched funding awards.  The Skills Minister 
has recently announced an extension of the pilot so that new applications can be 
extended up 15 December, with delivery and claim of matched training until close of this 
financial year.  
 
Our focus continues to be on actions that support business growth, improve our 
infrastructure, and which help foster better economic conditions.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Skates AM/AC 

Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros yr Economi a’r Seilwaith 
Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure 
 


