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You recently tabled WAQ57182 in which you asked the First Minister to give 
figures for the number of Welsh Assembly Government employees in Newtown 
and Montgomeryshire by department, per year for the past ten years. The First 
Minister has asked me to respond. 

The Welsh Assembly Government introduced the current HR Information System 
in 2006 to collect data on a wide range of staffing issues, including occupancy 
levels at each office within the Assembly Government estate. Prior to this time, a 
variety of systems, both electronic and manual, were utilised to record, 
independently, details of staffing. levels and details of office accommodation on a 
monthly basis. As a result, the historical data from these discrete systems can 
often be contradictory and, with the previous electronic systems having been 
disposed of, we have only paper records from which to collate this information 
prior to 2006. 

We have estimated that to locate the necessary files, extract the relevant 
information from each, attempt to resolve data contradictions and collate the 
information as you have requested, would take a considerable amount of time, in 
the region of 3-5 days. There is a possibility that even after undertaking this work 
the data provided might be incomplete or inaccurate. We have previously 
published data relating to overall staffing numbers for each year but it is the 
correlation between these numbers and the individual locations which would prove 
problematic. I have, therefore, taken the decision to provide data from 2006 
onwards only, which I hope will prove to be of assistance to you. 

Yours sincerely 

GILL MORGAN 
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Notes: Mergers programme in 2006 significantly increased Welsh Assembly Government presence in Montgomeryshire, including WDA and ELWa in 
Newtown. Staff based in Machynlleth relocated as part of new Assembly Government building development in Aberystwyth. 


